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INVITED EDITORIAL
Forefronts in Nephrology Symposium Series:
A new program of ISN
The scientific core of nephrology has been stimulated and
sustained by incorporating new concepts and techniques devel-
oped in other disciplines of science. This need has become
particularly apparent in the recent past, a period that has
witnessed the rapid emergence of genetic and molecular ap-
proaches to the analysis of cell function. In addition, biophys-
ical and immunological concepts, as well as biochemical ap-
proaches provide powerful new insights into a broad range of
nephrological research. Many of these advances have taken
place in areas outside of nephrology. We believe that it is
mandatory for the viability of nephrology as a scientific disci-
pline to be cognizant and receptive to progress and new
developments in other fields.
Based on these considerations, the Executive Committee of
the International Society of Nephrology has started a new
venture to address the need for acquainting nephrologists with
developments and advances in areas outside of nephrology, but
that have a major impact on their field of interest. The philos-
ophy underlying the new program is to expose nephrologists—
particularly the younger age category—to the most recent
developments in areas that potentially have the greatest impact
on future renal research. To achieve this goal, a series of
multidisciplinary workshops, the Forefronts Symposia in
Nephrology, have been initiated. The Executive Committee of
ISN has appointed Dr. Gerhard Giebisch, Department of Cel-
lular and Molecular Physiology, Yale University School of
Medicine, New Haven, Connecticut, USA, as Director of this
new program.
The aim of the Forefronts Symposia is to allow for intensive
personal interaction between nephrologists and non-nephrolo-
gists, with about one-half of the participants from disciplines
outside nephrology. To guarantee optimal exchange of ideas,
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the meetings will be kept small and involve investigators active
in the respective field. The organization and selection of par-
ticipants in each Forefronts Symposium will be the responsibil-
ity of its Chairman, who is to be selected by the Director and
approved by the Executive Committee. The Symposia will be
held in various countries. Editorial summaries of the symposia
will be published in Kidney International to familiarize the
international nephrological community with the thrust of the
scientific advances.
ISN has set aside a special grant to support the participation
of junior scientists.
Two Forefronts Symposia have already been held:
Molecular Biology of the Kidney
Sept. 14—17, 1986, Pinehurst, North Carolina, USA
Chairmen: R. R. Robinson, Nashville
H. Jacobson, Nashville
Signal Transduction
Oct. 9—12, 1988, Chatham, Massachusetts, USA
Chairmen: D. Ausiello, Boston
L. Williams, San Francisco
Three further symposia are in various stages of preparation:
Organization of Membrane Polarity in Epithelial Cells
July 2—6, 1989, Arolla, Switzerland
Chairmen: B. Rossier, Lausanne
D. Louvard, Paris
Lymphocyte Activation
Oct. 11—14, 1989, Les Embiez, France
Chairmen: J. F. Bach, Paris
T. Strom, Boston
Optical Techniques Applicable to Renal Research
Jan. 7—10, 1990, Scottsdale, Arizona, USA
Chairmen: K. Spring, Bethesda
K. A. Jacobson, Chapel Hill
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